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Penitential Services

We would like to thank Fr Chris, Fr John and Fr Paul for their support in leading us through the season of Lent; our parish priests have led each class in their own penitential services. Our topics in RE during the summer term are Messengers/Witnesses, Change, and Treasures; as usual parental guidance on these topics will be sent out to you at the start of the Summer Term.
First Holy Communion

[image: image6.wmf]We look forward to celebrating our Year 3 pupils First Holy Communion in May.  Each parish catechist will be contacting individual families over the coming weeks with dates for meetings. Notices of these meetings will also be included in the weekly parish newsletters. We ask that you keep our Year 3 children in your prayers. 

The dates for the individual parishes are: Christ Church – Saturday 1st May at 12.00pm, St Ann’s – Saturday 8th May at 11.30am and St Chad’s – Saturday 15th May at 11.30am. There will then be a whole year group celebration Mass at Christ Church on Saturday 26th June at 10.00am.
Fabulous Book Fair
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Once again the visiting book fair was a tremendous success raising £595 in commission for the school Library fund. As well as families taking advantage of browsing the shelves for an interesting title, many children took advantage of the ordering service when their book of choice was no longer available on the bookshelves.  We look forward to adding additional resources to our newly refurbished Library. 
National Science and Engineering Week

[image: image8.wmf]Our first Science Week took the school by storm last week with the theme of Earth in support of the International Year of Biodiversity.  Children in all year groups took part in a range of workshops and activities throughout the week to support their learning in Science. Year 3 had the opportunity to study a range of minibeasts up close, Year 4 took part in a KNEX Engineering Challenge, Year 5 carried out Investigations with Year 2 pupils from the Infant School and Year 6 explored fair testing during a Forces workshop led by Shell. The week was rounded off with a visit from Quantum Science Theatre on Friday, who performed 'The Starry Messenger' which explored Earth's place in the Universe. Photos of the activities which took place this week are currently available on the school website.

SATs Week

The End of KS2 SATs tests take place for Year 6 children during the week beginning Monday 10th May. Children in other year groups will also be completing annual assessments during this week so please avoid booking family holidays during these dates, if possible.

Summer Uniform

[image: image9.wmf]We would like to remind parents that children should wear the summer uniform after the Easter break. For girls, the uniform is a lemon/white checked dress with a school cardigan or jumper (Year 6 girls only are permitted to wear a short sleeved lemon aertex polo shirt with grey skirt – no other Year group). For boys, the summer uniform is long/short grey trousers and a short sleeved lemon yellow aertex polo shirt.    We would like to remind parents that earrings are not permitted in school and should be removed during the week.
	


	Year 6 on the Air Waves


	[image: image10.wmf]Following on from their recent Journalistic Writing workshops where the Year 6 children had the opportunity to record press releases and sound bites, their recordings have made it to the airwaves! Radio Canalside presenter and parent of a Year 5 pupil Mrs Stringer, imported all the vox pops along with a little interview with the ‘Budding News reporter’s’ who won the Newspaper article competition. These were then broadcast each morning for a week from Monday 8th March.  This was an excellent opportunity for our pupils to explore Language and Literacy in the media.


Parent Consultation

Thank you to all those Parents who attended the Parent Consultation Evenings earlier this month. We were glad that the evenings were so well attended and so many of you took the opportunity to view your children’s work and discuss their progress with their class teachers. 
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Year 7 High School Offers

We would like to remind Year 6 Parents of the need to accept the offers of High school places promptly. We would hate to see Parents and Children disappointed to find that their chosen place is no longer available simply because of a forgotten posted letter.

Dinner Money

[image: image12.wmf]The price of school dinners remains at £8.75 per week; parents may wish to pay £59.50 for the half term or £117.25 for the whole summer term. 
We would like remind parents of children who bring packed lunches to school to refrain from including squeezy yoghurt/ fromage frais in their children’s lunchboxes. They burst easily and make a real mess of lunchboxes.
 Sporting Success – Cross Country
This has been another highly successful season for the Cross Country Team, particularly for the girls who have been outstanding.

At the Saturday events organised by Manchester Harriers, the Girls Y 5/6 Team were 1st over the season while the Boys team were 3rd overall. Individual awards went to Lucy Donaghy who won all of her races, (a fantastic achievement!); her sister Emma was 2nd overall, with Danielle Stringer (4th), Beth Barlow (8th) and Gabrielle Kelly (9th) also receiving medals.

Of the boys, Joe Newsome was 1st –another great season for him; Aidan Byrne was 5th, while Sean McDermott achieved 2nd place in the Y3/4 category.

We also take part in events with our local schools, and we are proud of our Girls team for winning every race this year with most of the top 10 places being filled by pupils from Cheadle Catholic Juniors! At the end of season awards, given our at the last race at Ladybarn House School, the girls brought home the shield for 1st place, while the boys achieved 2nd place – and brought home a slightly smaller trophy for our cabinet. Again, Lucy and Joe won 1st place medals over the season, while Emma, Gabrielle and Danielle took 2nd, 3rd and 4th places respectively. The Girls team also won the Cross-Country Relay race in February with a really exciting finish and the boys came in 3rd. Great performances by all team members!

It has been an excellent season, with one of our runners, Lucy Donaghy, even appearing on TV last week as she took part in the National Inter Counties under 13’s race in Birmingham! Four of our girls (Beth, Gabrielle, Danielle and Nicole Palmer) and two boys (Joe Newsome and Joe Brennan) represented Stockport in the Greater Manchester Race last week. All did extremely well, enabling Stockport Girls to win the trophy, and the boys came 2nd. Unfortunately, Joe Newsome broke his leg in the final part of the race (amazingly still finishing and coming 12th!!) so our season ended on a rather dramatic note.

Thanks as always go to all the parents who have taxied their children about so that they could take part. We would like to make a plea to Year 3/4 parents for more children to take part for this age group please.   We have disappointingly few runners and sometimes have not even made up a team of 3. Please give encouragement for next season. 

Our huge thanks go to Mrs Hennessey for her hard work in coaching and managing the cross country team this season – her dedication is gratefully recognised. We would also like to thank Mrs Kay and Mrs Burnett for their commitment to the Cross Country Team and their support on those cold Saturday mornings.

Other Sporting News

Football – This half term has proven to be a very successful one for our football team. We were invited to take part in the Hot Dog Inter Schools Trophy at Ladybarn House School last week. William Patching was our top scorer and he led us to victory. We are now proud winners of the Hulston Football Trophy, well done boys!
Netball – We are well into the Netball season now and so far we are doing fantastically well having won every single one of our league games! We have competed in two separate leagues and a knockout tournament; therefore with so many games to play we have enabled all Year 6 girls who attend Netball practice to represent the school competitively. We have discovered some excellent talent in both Years 5 and 6 and look forward to continued success over the remainder of the season – well done girls! 
Dates for your Diary
Monday 12th April – Return to School

Monday 26th April – Bike and Scoot to School Week

Saturday 1st May – Christchurch First Holy Communion, 12.00pm

Monday 3rd May – Bank Holiday

Saturday 8th May – St Ann’s First Holy Communion, 11.30am
Monday 10th May – SATs week (Year 6)
Saturday 15th May – St Chad’s First Holy Communion, 11.30am

Wednesday 26th May – Class/ Group Photographs

Friday 28th May – Break up for half term

Monday 14th June – Return to school

Friday 18th June – Year 6 to PGL
Saturday 26th June – Whole Year 3 Communion Celebration @ Christchurch, 10am

Monday 28th June – New Year 3 intake parents meeting

Tuesday 29th June – Year 3 Sports Day AM

Friday 2nd July – Family Fun Night

Tuesday 6th July – Year 4 Sports Day AM

Tuesday 13th July – Year 5 Sports day AM

Tuesday 20th July – Year 6 Sports day AM

Thursday 22nd July – Year 6 Leavers Mass @ Christchurch, 7pm
Wednesday 28th July – Year 6 Leavers Assembly for Parents
Wednesday 28th July – Break up for summer
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On behalf of the staff we would like to wish you all a happy and joyful Easter.

Mrs Christine Robinson





Miss Rachel Gaughan
Headteacher
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