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Christmas Fair
A huge thank you to all those parents, carers and staff
who gave their time in order to help set up and run the Christmas Fair. Our thanks go to you, our families for your generous donations of bottles, toys, fancy goods etc that helped to make each stall such a success. Just under  £5000 was raised between the Infant and Junior school PSA’s, a tremendous achievement so once again, thank you and well done to all those involved! 
Stockport Book Awards
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Twenty of our Year 6 children were lucky enough to don their glad-rags in order to attend the Stockport Book Awards at the Stockport Plaza on a wet and windy evening in November. The prestigious ‘Oscars’ styled awards ceremony, themed upon a Venetian Masked Ball, was attended by a host of famous children’s authors and illustrators competing for the much sought after accolades. During the summer term of this year, our then Year 5 children  read a range of new titles and voted upon their favourite book, ‘Billionaire Boy’ by David Walliams  was voted best Key Stage 2 book by children across Stockport. We would like to thank the parents of those who attended for making such an effort with the children’s outfits for the evening – they looked wonderful. 
Trips and Visitors to school
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On 29th November, our Year 5 children took part in an amazing day of Dance and Music. ‘Border Moves’, a multi-cultural performance group gave the children the opportunity to play African drums and explore Jamaican percussion; they also led an Asian Dance workshop.  The children thoroughly enjoyed the experience and entered into all of the activities with great enthusiasm. 

As part of their History Topic on the Tudors, our Year 4 pupils paid a visit to Bramall Hall for a Tudor Christmas experience. Dressed in period costume, the children set off for a day immersed in the life of a child during the reign of Henry VIII. Every class in the school went to St Andrew’s church to experience the wonder of ‘The Bethlehem Trail’. Peter Fraser who our children know from our ‘Bible Encounter’ assemblies led the children on a magical tour of ‘ancient Bethlehem’ in order to bring the story of Christ’s birth to life. We would like to thank the army of parent’s helpers who helped escort each of our classes to St Andrew’s and back.
On Saturday 3rd December the school hosted our Local Parish Association Day of Reflection for the ministers of The Word and Eucharistic ministers. 
Parent Workshops

[image: image6.wmf]Thank you to those parents who attended the recent workshops we have led here in school. Over the last half term we have offered advice and support on Reading (Yrs 3 & 4), Maths (Yr 3) and Friendships amongst girls (Yrs 4 & 5). The sessions have been well attended and very positive feedback was received from each of workshops which is very useful in planning further events. We recognise that as two of the sessions were held in the afternoon, some parents were unable to attend, however we have offered evening sessions previously where other parents have had childcare issues. We try to offer a balance when planning information workshops for parents and will look to alternating daytime/ evening in order to meet the needs of as many as possible.

PSA Events
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What a busy term it has been for our PSA! – We would like to offer a huge thank you to our new PSA team, led by Mrs Kelly and Mrs Rezzano for their hard work and dedication. The long list of events they have helped to arrange include the Cake Sale, Christmas Cards, Wrapping paper, 2012 calendars, Body Shop Party, Christmas Fair, Bedtime Stories and the Christmas Disco. Each of these initiatives has not only provided the school with much needed additional funds but have also provided wonderful bonding opportunities for our families. The money we have raised from the above events will go towards the cost of additional safety surfacing around the trim trail and further play equipment. We look forward to another exciting year of events!
Nativity Performance
[image: image8.wmf]Parents and friends of the school will be joining us in school on Friday 16th December for our Year 3 Nativity play which we are sure will be a huge success and bring the true meaning of Christmas home. The children have thoroughly enjoyed rehearing for their production and are looking forward to helping put us all in the Christmas mood with their work – we are very proud of all of the children involved. 
Our Year 5 children will lead us in our final advent reflection on 20th December in a whole school assembly. The parents of the Year 5 children will have the opportunity to share in this reflection at 11am on the same day.
Manchester University Link
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This year the school is taking part in a pilot project with Manchester University as part of its Post Graduate Certificate of Education (PGCE) programme. As part of a cluster of schools in the Cheadle Hulme area we are leading the Teaching Practice placements of a group of trainees. 

Year group Masses

[image: image10.wmf]We would like to thank Fr Chris, Fr John and Fr Paul for their time and support in planning and leading our recent year group masses. It was lovely to have so many parents joining us in school to celebrate the Holy Eucharist. On All Saints Day father Chris came in to school to celebrate mass with us. Our parish priests have also been supporting the school through the changes to the Mass which have been put in place this term. 

On 11th November the school gathered together at 11am for the 2 minutes silence; the assembly that followed encouraged the children to reflect upon the huge sacrifices made in both distant and recent history.
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Marist - Fundraising

Sister Anne and Anne Tipper from the Marist Centre came to share some exciting news with the children back in November. The Marist mission is to live the Gospel after the manner of Mary and they asked the children a question from St Matthew’s Gospel “When your neighbour needed you were you there?” The resounding answer was YES! Following on from our Lenten fundraising last year we were able to support the Marist Sister’s mission in Gambia. Thirteen Greater Manchester Catholic primary schools in all responded to the rosary challenge and shared mission rosaries with families and friends thereby raising money and the promise of prayer for St Charles Lwanga School. Anne and Sister Anne showed the children video footage of the school and the children who were now able to go to school thanks to our generous support.  We will continue to support St Charles Lwanga School through our Lenten fundraising 2012. The staff of CCJS are donating the money they would normally spend on Christmas cards for one another this year towards sponsoring a pupil at the school.
School Council
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The school council elections took place earlier in the term and our new council (consisting of a Councillor and a Deputy for each of our 12 classes) has been very active. The children have already held a number of meetings this term including one where they discussed ideas with our Chair of Governors, Brendan O’Shea. The children were instrumental in implementing our new House system in school – they decided upon house names and established rules for rewarding (and removing) house points. The four houses across the school are Trafalgar, Hadrian, Westminster and Buckingham. Each week the total scores of each house are added up and each term the House Cup will be awarded to the highest scoring house. 
Anti-Bullying Week

[image: image13.jpg]A Tk -
i\;i(;\?t:an \x‘f:ﬁr ‘

Anti-Bullying Week
14-18 November 2011




Children across the school explored the anti-bullying message through a range of role-play, art and speaking & listening activities. The main message of the week was ‘Stop and think – words can hurt’. We ran a competition in school to design a poster to get this message across – the 12 fabulous winners of the competition have their prize winning posters displayed on the main corridor.
Holiday Requests

[image: image14.wmf]Authorisation for absence in term time due to a range of family circumstances can only be granted by the Headteacher. All correspondence requesting permission for authorisation should be addressed to the Headteacher in advance and not to the class teacher. Parents and carers are reminded to avoid taking holidays and arranging treats in term time as this is detrimental to the continuity of your child’s education. 


Building

The building work on our Year 6 classrooms and block windows is now complete; internal doors have also been replaced along this corridor. The 
re-roofing of the kitchen has also been completed.

School Dinners

The price of a school meal continues at £1.85 (£9.25 per week). The price for the next ½ term, which is 27 days, is £49.95

Dates for your diary

Tuesday 20th December – break up for Christmas Holidays

Thursday 5th January – Return to School for the Spring Term

Friday 10th February – Break up for ½ term

Monday 20th February – Return to School

And finally…

We would like to wish you all a happy and peaceful Christmas Celebration.

See you next year!
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