[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf][image: image3.png]



Penitential Services

[image: image4.wmf]We would like to thank Fr Chris, Fr John and Fr Paul for their support throughout the season of Lent. Fr Chris led the children in the Ash Wednesday service and our parish priests joined each year group in their own penitential services. Our topics in RE during the summer term are Energy, Freedom and Responsibility and Special Places; as usual parental guidance on these topics will be sent out to you at the start of the Summer Term. We ask that you all keep our Year 3 children, who will be receiving the Sacrament of the Eucharist in the coming months, in your prayers. 
Science Week

[image: image5.jpg]


The school held another exciting and innovative ‘Science Week’ earlier in the term. The theme of the week was “Scientists and Inventors” and many of our children researched the lives of some of our country’s most creative scientists to take part in a poster competition. We had a number of visitors to school who led a series of workshops throughout the week: - Year 3 pupils had the opportunity to view and handle a range of native and tropical wildlife, we invited Year 2 pupils from the Infant school to join us for this; Year 4 and 5 pupils explored our solar system and beyond with Aurora Astronomy and Year 5 also took part in a crash car design challenge; our Year 6 created and tested balloon buggies with Shell Innovations. In addition to these workshops our children carried out a wide and varied series of experiments in their own classes – the week was a tremendous success and our thanks go to Mrs Howarth for organising it so well.
Lenten fundraising
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We would like to thank our families for their great generosity in supporting our charity fundraising during the season of Lent. Our cake sale and own clothes day raised a total of £554 which has been shared between the two focus charities of Francis House Children’s Hospice and Red Nose Day.  We would also like to thank the army of mums who came along to help run the cake sale – we could not have done this without your support.

Individual year groups have also been developing their entrepreneurial skills in raising money for additional charities including ‘The Good Shepherd’ appeal in Year 4 and the ‘New Hope Community School, Kenya’ appeal in Year 6. 

Parent Consultation Evening

We were delighted to see such a good turnout at our recent Parent Consultation Evenings; it was lovely to see so many of you again and have the opportunity to share the children’s great successes with you all. We truly value the support of our families and recognise the significant impact working in partnership with you has upon the children.
[image: image7.wmf]Fabulous Book Fair
Once again the visiting book fair was a tremendous success raising £717 in commission for the school Library fund. The money raised has been spent on purchasing classroom books and resources which will help to further enhance reading development across the school. Thank you for supporting the Book Fair so well!
Eco-Award: Silver
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We are very proud to announce that we have been awarded the Silver Eco-Schools Award for our environmental and sustainability work. The children of the school council have helped drive a number of whole school initiatives to build upon the successes of our bronze award and meet the criteria of the silver assessment. We would like to thank Miss Whitely for her hard work in leading the ‘Eco-School’ initiative and enabling the children to make such great progress in this area. 
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Musical Performance

Congratulations go to a number of our school musicians who have been involved in performances over the last week. Our award winning choir took part in the St Ann’s Arts Festival on Friday 1st April performing a number of pieces including a pop medley and songs from the shows. On Monday 4th April we held a concert in school where our orchestra club and those children receiving music tuition performed some of their work for their parents. We would like to say a huge ‘Well done!’ to all children involved in these events and congratulate them on their hard work and dedication in preparing for these performances; we would also like to thank Mrs Smith, Mrs Levy and Mrs Jackson for their hard work with our musicians this year.

[image: image10.wmf]New Phone System

We have installed a new phone system in time for the new term – when calling the school, Parents are given a series of options designed to make it easier to report a pupil absence, leave a message or be put through to the school office. We hope that you will all find that this improves communication. Please can we remind you to update all new contact numbers when they change.
SATs Week

The End of KS2 SATs tests take place for Year 6 children during the dates of Monday 10th May – Friday 14thth May. Children in other year groups will also be completing annual assessments during this week so please avoid booking family holidays during these dates, if possible.
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The price of a school meal went up on 1st April and is now £1.85 per day (£9.25 per week). The cost of school meals for the first half of the summer term (which is only 22 days) is £40.70

Staffing News
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Congratulations go to two of our members of staff who will be getting married over the Easter break. Mrs Lancake will be returning to school as Mrs Labio and our school cook Miss MacDonald will become Mrs Dean.  We offer them both and their new husbands the very best wishes of the school community in their future lives together.

We would also like to congratulate Miss MacDonald for the outstanding report the school received in a recent kitchen inspection where all areas were graded as Excellent.

Summer Uniform

[image: image13.wmf]We would like to remind parents that children should wear the summer uniform after the Easter break.
 For boys, the summer uniform is long/short grey trousers and a short sleeved lemon yellow aertex polo shirt. 
For girls, the uniform is a lemon/white checked dress with a school cardigan or jumper (Year 6 girls only are permitted to wear a short sleeved lemon aertex polo shirt with grey skirt – no other Year group. This is because we recognise that the Y6 girls will have limited wear of a new CCJS uniform and parents will have to buy new high school uniforms shortly.) 

We would also like to remind parents to be prepared for summer weather (hopefully) and equip their children with sun cream, sun hats and water bottles ready for the summer term 
 [image: image14.wmf]Bus Fairs
Please note that due to increasing fuel costs and reduced council subsidies cost of fares for using the Bullocks and Haytons bus services to school have risen significantly. Please contact the bus company directly or the bus co-ordinator in order to clarify the exact costs from your stop.

Dogs in the playground

Following a recent complaint from a parent we would like to remind all parents that dogs should not be brought into the school grounds. Thank you for your support in this request.

Dates for your Diary

Tuesday 26th April – Return to School

Friday 29th April– Bank Holiday

Monday 2nd May – Bank Holiday

Tuesday 3rd May – First Swimming lesson for Year 3

Saturday 7th May – First Communion – ChristChurch

Saturday 14th May – First Holy Communion - ChristChurch and St Ann’s
Saturday 21st May – First Holy Communion - St Ann’s and St Chad’s
Monday 9th May – SATs week (Year 6)

Wednesday 25th May – Class Photographs

Friday 27th May – Break up for half term

Monday 13th June – Return to school

Friday 25th June – Year 6 Residential Trip to PGL

Saturday 2nd July – Thanksgiving Celebration Mass – ChristChurch 10.00am

This has been a busy Spring term; the children and staff have all worked tremendously hard since Christmas and look forward to a relaxing and energising break – well done to all! We would like to wish you all a happy and joyful Easter.
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