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School Closure
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We would like to thank our parents and families for their patience during the school closure at the start of the term. The extreme weather conditions, which affected schools across the country, meant Conway Road was treacherous. We greatly appreciate your support in what we recognise were challenging times for all.

RE themes and Services in school
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The themes we are exploring in our ‘Here I am’ scheme this term are Special People, Meals and Good and Evil. In our first topic the children focus on their own specialness. Jesus shows us how to be special because he is the special person. The Saints, who chose to live like Jesus, become Special People for us, the Church community. Special People also lead the church into the ways of Jesus. Eucharist is explored through the topic Meals. Here we help children to understand that part of being human is that we need other people and we need God. We all need to be united with one another. In Holy Communion Catholics celebrate a special meal, which helps them remember Jesus’ last meal with his friends. When Catholics receive Communion, they believe it is Jesus’ body and blood. Jesus feeds us and helps us to grow strong like him. The final topic reminds us that being human also means we are affected by sin and selfishness. We need help to overcome this and Jesus wants to help us. Lent is a time for us to reflect on how we need to change from our selfish ways and become more like Jesus. Throughout the season of Lent the children will be taking part in Penitential Services led by Fr McCurry, Fr Gordon and Fr Lomas. 
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Talented Artists 

Our resident artist Susan Wintringham has been working with some of our very own gifted and talented artists in Year 6. Together they have created a mural on the stairwell leading to the upstairs classrooms. The vibrant underwater scene depicted in the mural has proven very popular with children across the school. 
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Mr Pheiffer will once again be running a “Multiskills Fun week” during the half term holiday. Children of Cheadle Catholic Junior and Infant schools are invited to come along to attend from 9.15am – 3.30pm for the full week - £48, individual days - £12 or half days - £6 (9.15 – 12.30 or 1.15pm – 3.30pm) here at the school. Please contact the school office or Mr Pfeiffer to book or for more details.

Haiti Appeal

[image: image7.wmf]We would like to thank you for your generosity, once again, in donating to our recent CAFOD Haiti appeal. £550.38 was raised to assist with the relief effort following the earthquake on the Caribbean Island of Haiti on January 12. We know you will join us in keeping the survivors of this devastating earthquake in your prayers.
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We have received a number of requests for holiday dates for the academic year 2010/2011 and recognise that many of you will require the dates for holiday bookings. We hope to have the dates available after the next Governing Body meeting on the 2nd March; the dates suggested by Stockport LA need to be considered in consultation with our Infant colleagues and St James High School. 

St Ann’s Arts Festival

[image: image9.wmf]A group of pupils from the school were invited to perform a number of songs at the St Ann’s Arts Festival. The event, which took place on Friday 5th February at 7.30pm, showcased work by children from both Infant and Junior Schools and St James’ High School alongside talent from across the parish. Artwork produced by Year 6 was also exhibited on the evening. 
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We are really looking forward to celebrating our Year 3 pupils First Holy Communion in the next few months.  The children, who are currently preparing to receive the Sacrament in their parishes, made their first forgiveness in Year 2 and are the first year group to make their First Holy Communion in the Junior School. We ask that you keep our Year 3 children in your prayers. The dates for the individual parishes are: St Chad’s – Saturday 15th May, Christ Church – Saturday 1st May and St Ann’s – Saturday 8th May. There will then be a whole year group celebration Mass at Christ Church on Saturday 26th June.

Sporting Success
[image: image11.wmf]18 Year 6 pupils recently took part in the Stockport-wide ‘Indoor Sport Hall Athletics’ Primary School’s Championship. This talented group of athletes competed in a series of events including javelin, horizontal jump, vertical jump and 4 x 100m relays. We are very proud to announce that Cheadle Catholic won the overall event and have secured a place at the Greater Manchester Finals at Sports City on 23rd March 10am – 2.30pm (should family and friends want to cheer the children on!). 

Admissions Information

Stockport Local Authority’s annual consultation on admission arrangements and holiday dates started on Monday 25th January and will last for 8 weeks. There are important issues parents need to be aware of:

· New admission criteria proposed from September 2011

· Holiday Dates: Queen’s Jubilee – 2012

· Primary In-year admissions – from September 2010

· New closing Dates and acceptance of offers for Reception and Year 7 Intakes – for September 2011 admissions

The consultation documents can be accessed on the Council’s website: -www.stockport.gov.uk
Trips and Visitors

[image: image12.wmf][image: image13.wmf]Unfortunately the Year 5 geography field trip to Longdendale, scheduled for the first week of the term, was cancelled due to the hazardous weather conditions. Year 5 did however; enjoy a fabulous trip to the Bridgewater Hall to experience a workshop and performance by the Halle Orchestra.  Our Year 6 children, who are currently working on a Literacy unit on Journalistic writing, have spent several mornings being 'newshounds' thanks to the support of St James' High School transition co-ordinator Mrs Rachel Wallace and parent of Danielle (Year 5) Mrs Stringer. Mrs Wallace, an experienced journalist in her former career, led the children in a workshop on creating newsworthy stories, attention grabbing headlines and emotive pieces based on the plight of recent events in Haiti. Mrs Stringer, who is a presenter on ‘Canal side’ local radio station, supported the children in creating press releases and making broadcasts. The children gained a great deal from their wealth of experience and we would like to thank both ladies for their input. Once again 'Bible Encounter' have visited to lead a whole school assembly where the children were given a real insight into the lives of shepherds in biblical times by dramatising the parable of 'The Lost Sheep'.
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James Stiles, a former pupil of the school would like to offer Guitar lessons to any budding musician who would like to take up the guitar. Please contact James on 0161 439 4356 for details. 
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School Dinners

The price of a school meal will remain at £8.75 per week; the cost of meals for the next 5-week half term is £43.75.


Newsletter by email?

Would you prefer to receive future newsletters by email? Should you wish to be sent half-termly newsletters by email, rather than a hard copy please send an email to school (headteacher@cheadle-jun.stockport.gov.uk) with the subject heading ‘FAO Rachel Gaughan: Newsletter’.
A prayer for Bishop Mark’s Ordination (22nd February)

In union with Bishop Brian and all the people of the Diocese of Shrewsbury, We pray today for our new Bishop, Mark – May Christ be a bright flame before him, a guiding star above him. 

Keep him, O Christ, in s love that is tender; keep him, O Christ, in a love that is true; keep him, O Christ, in a love that is strong, today, 
tomorrow and always.

Amen

Mrs Christine Robinson
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